FOREWORD

asa Ramanujan. This

Last year was the birt ; i riniv
h centenary of the mathematical genius S drasekhara Venkata

year we celebrate the centenary of the scientific colossus Chan
Raman.

Raman is the greatest physicist and experimental scientist this country hzs,, sgeif:;
[I){l'oc:uFed. He was totally self-made and self-taught, his only tru€ “teagl::ed as the
| a)’-elgh E_‘“d_ Helmholtz through their writings. In some ways he may be v1w00d yave
fost in their line of classicists. though his own work, in the words of R. W. N i sed
with o the most convincing proofs of the quantum theory of light”. Ramar o censiti-
o Supreme self-confidence, boundless curiosity to understand Natureé. in ~kable

yl.t O her nuances, and a deep sense of patriotism. In addition 0 these re}r,n o
22? ll-tlles' he was able to inspire those around him to achievements of an order they

ave reached on their own.

bit\eNdnh- mdefatlge.lble energy and a “European intensity” no other Indian SCIfentl:St ::s(hlln
CalCl;t:: iaetpffrlod 1907 to 1933 Raman created and sustained 2 SChoorlt :erpw)i,tsh her
European and A Sommerfeld's words made this country “an €qual Proe o g58
which led and American sisters”. Even before the discovery of the Raman in work in
acoustics to the award of the Nobel Prize in 1930, Raman had done outstan f"tll%e' Royal
Society inar;c9l214‘:,ght scattering recognised by his election to Fellowsh}P o

from 1933 to 1937,
(set up by him.m
chool of physics

We a i ;
and thetreth;S Institute remember Raman as our first Indian Director
after as Professor and Head of the Department of Physics

1933) until his retj i
. tirement in 1948. Here too he created an outstanding s .
Wwith memorable contributions such as the Raman—Nath theory of diffraction of light by

ultrasoni ,
nic waves and the Raman—Nedungadi discovery of the “soft mode”, among

others. It was also j . :
: in th i i hed the Indian
Academy of SCionces. e Bangalore period, in 1934, that Raman establishe

o fIcrl‘i;;lr: ?Jrilset;day symposium arranged to pay tribute to Raman, we have invited a groul;

his schogl ; egl scientists to speak to us of Raman’s life and work, the contributions O

This spoci lll'l. angalore, and the present scope and applications of the Raman Effe;‘:f-

occasing cil) l_lltSS.ue of the Journal of the Indian Institute of Science brought out on this

of Raom ¢ ains th.e texts of these talks, some rare photographs, and reprints of some
S most significant papers.

ugl?tiRaman‘s birth centenary it is appropriate that we remind ourselves of the great
d es that he possessed, and the ideals and dreams of self-reliance and independence

that he cherished. %;W
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